PRSA Alabama
Minutes, Board of Directors Meeting

Friday, January 25, 2013
State Farm Headquarters, Birmingham, AL
Present: David Majors; Louise Crow; Natasha Rogers; Tommy Palladino; Bill Todd, APR; Missy Burchart, APR; Garland Stansell, APR; Eboni Thomas; Kevin Storr, APR; Rachel Olis; Julie Senter, APR; Emily Bates; 
Absent: Lori Quiller, APR; Brandon Wilson, APR; Josh Woods; Brannon Dawkins; Michael Sznajderman, APR; Sara Franklin; Krista Lutz; Helen Todd, APR; Teri Henley, APR; John Matson, APR; Adam Moseley; Margaret Bishop; Carol Mann, APR
CALL TO ORDER & APPROVAL OF MINUTES

David Majors called the meeting to order at 7:40 a.m. The board reviewed the minutes from the October 26, 2012 board meeting. Bill Todd, APR, raised a motion to approve the minutes, which Garland Stansell, APR, seconded, and the board passed by unanimous vote.

FINANCIAL

David would like to look at formulating a budget for the chapter, based on feedback from a Southeast District affinity call. The board reviewed a sample budget from the South Carolina Chapter. Natasha Rogers will collect budget items for presentation at the next board meeting.

According to Natasha Rogers, the chapter is still in a good place financially. Expenditures consisted of reimbursements. Natasha circulated a draft of a travel expense report to keep up with spending, and is working on an expense request form. Natasha is also evaluating resources to conduct a chapter audit.
Currently, the only board members approved to sign for checks are David and Natasha, and they are looking to add Louise. Wells Fargo has provided a debit card as part of the checking account. Board consensus was that the debit card would be a beneficial convenience for the board in lieu of reimbursement procedures. Missy Burchart, APR, motioned to vote on use of debit card for expenditures based on approval in accordance with check writing policy. Rachel Olis seconded, and the board voted unanimously in approval.
Totals as of January 24, 2012:

Checking Balance (Cash on Hand)   
$
16,202.65
Business Savings
$
9,523.84
CHAPTER TOTAL
$
25,726.49
MEMBERSHIP

The chapter currently has 134 members, down from 139 in October. Louise Crow and Emily Bates will follow-up with those who have dropped. Kevin Storr, APR, will transition into the Membership co-chair role after the Student Summit. Membership will begin door prize drawings at February meeting and will present as budget item. The chairs will utilize social media more for promotion and adopt payment tracking best practices at meetings, as discovered from a recent affinity call.
PROGRAMS

Greg Wingo has resigned from his board position, as the logistics role of the Programs. Bill has identified Angela Miller as a replacement, contingent upon agreement from the PRCA Board, where she also serves as an officer.
Bill has speakers confirmed through April, as well as August, leaving three programming months remaining. David has identified several candidates from a recent affinity call.

ACCREDITATION

Missy circulated a report for accreditation. (See attached report.) Jump start for Montgomery is scheduled for March 5, with Birmingham occurring after the monthly meeting on April 9.
MENTORSHIP/SCHOLARSHIP

Eboni Thomas is working to establish stronger mentorship relationships. She is working with Kevin to promote mentorship at the Student Summit. David suggested setting up a mentor table at the Student Summit. 
STUDENT SUMMIT

Website registration pages are up. 20 students have signed up, mostly from North Alabama and Mississippi State. Kevin is expecting a late surge from the bigger chapters, such as Samford, Alabama and UAB. He has been promoting heavily through Twitter; 34 Alabama students are following the Student Summit Twitter account. David asked Kevin to look into speaker’s gift as well. (See attached rundown.)
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

David has suggested Michael Smart from BYU as the keynote speaker. The theme is “Everything is Changing Now,” and will cover external and internal communications strategies. His fee is $4000, which includes two media pitching boot camps. The conference will take place Tuesday, July 9 at Jefferson State Community College Shelby campus. Michael Sznajderman, APR is handling sponsorships. She will poll board for other options. Natasha suggested putting together full budget before making keynote decision.
HOUSEKEEPING

Planning/Retreat: Tommy Palladino is cleaning up the notes from the meeting. David would like to look at tracking goals throughout the year.
Awards: David, via suggestion from Melanie Davis, APR, brought the PRSA Alabama Champions Award forward for discussion. It was awarded once during the administration of Charles Bloom, APR. The board viewed the award as a venue of promotion for the chapter and as a member benefit. Natasha suggested partnering with media to boost its profile. Bill suggested cash award as donation to charity of winner’s choice, while Kevin suggested it is a professional development award. Louise will research and present findings at the next board meeting.
Nationals: David will circulate an email from Nationals about current programs offered.
Southeast District: Affinity call invitations should arrive shortly. Leadership rally will take place in Nashville on Nov. 15 this year. 
Bylaws: Tommy will distribute questions from National on bylaws with the draft of the board minutes.
Meeting adjourned at 9:08 a.m.

Attachments:

· APR Committee Report
· Student Summit Rundown

APR Committee Report

January 25, 2013

Co-chairs: Missy Burchart, APR and Teri Henley, APR

We are pleased to announce four new APRs to the Alabama chapter since the last board meeting:

· Julie Senter – new APR, accreditation achieved in November 2012

· Denise Berkhalter - new APR, accreditation achieved in November 2012, NSPRA member

· Malissa Jane Valdes-Hubert, APR – new APR, accreditation achieved in November 2012, NSPRA

· Jamie Bessette, APR – new APR, accreditation achieved January 2013

*Jamie’s pinning will take place at the February chapter meeting

· Jodi Jordan, APR – accreditation achieved in 2006, a recent transplant to Montgomery from Arizona

PRSA Alabama Accreditation Plan 2013

Goals: 

Identify potential APR candidates

· Present jumpstart programs in Montgomery, Birmingham and Huntsville to gauge interest for the classes

· Montgomery on March 5, 1-2 p.m.

· Birmingham on April 9, 1-2 p.m.

· Encourage current APRs to help identify potential candidates

Assist candidates through the APR process

· Offer preparation classes where there is sufficient interest

· Create classes of manageable size (<10) with participants who are actually ready to start or have already started the APR process

· Partner candidates with an APR mentor if they do not already have one

Celebrate APR candidates when they receive accreditation

· Present pinning ceremony at a PRSA meeting including important people who helped them through the process

· Create a PDF that showcases each successful recipients readiness review case for inclusion on the PRSA-Alabama website and to place at tables at the pinning luncheon

· Send appropriate media releases to local and company media outlets

Explore “College of APR” inclusion with PRCA

· Work with members who are joint PRCA/PRSA members to hold a session at the PRCA Annual Conference in Tuscaloosa in April

· Explore creating a statewide body of APRs with the goal of making the group sustainable

· Explore opportunities for APRs to serve the profession statewide regardless of whether they are PRSA, PRCA or joint members

Q. What makes a good APR candidate?
 

A. Below is compilation of several suggestions from fellow APRs. 

 

1) Experience: While national suggests at least 5 years experience, we recommend 10 years. The average years' experience of the past 16 new APRs we've had these past 2 years is 16 years experience. Malissa Valdes-Hubert is our 'youngest' APR with 9 years experience. Also, we recommend that experience include more than only line/trench tactics - such as only media relations or only event planning. 

 

2) Be a good student, ready to read and study and be open to learning. 

 

3) Be a good time manager ready to dedicate regular blocks of time not only inside the class but also to private study. 

 

4) Have money allocated for Candidacy before they begin the class.

 

5) Maintain strong follow through skills. It's an involved 3-step process that takes less than 12-months to complete on-deadline.

2013 PRSA STUDENT SUMMIT

February 12, 2013

Alabama Power Headquarters
Follow us on Twitter: @AlaPRSAsummit
Live Tweet us: #ALsummit
8-8:45

Registration

8:45

Opening Remarks:

John O. Hudson, III, Alabama Power @alabamapower, VP of Public Relations and Charitable Giving
SESSION I

9-9:45

Social Media:

Moderator:

Lauren Gray @laurenkgray, PRSSA National President @PRSSANational
Panel:

· Ike Pigott @ikepigott, Alabama Power @alabamapower, Corporate Communications

· Julie Senter @juliesenter, UAB School of Business @UABSchoolofBiz, Director of Communications

9:45

Break

SESSION II

10:00-10:45
Resume Review:

Presenter:

Brandon Wilson @brandondwilson, Wilbron Institute, President/CEO

10:45-Noon
Alabama Power P.R. tour

Noon-12:15
Networking PRSSA and PRSA

12:15-1:00
PRSA lunch program/keynote speaker:

Introduction:

David Majors, Alabama PRSA @PRSAAlabama, President, State Farm Insurance @StateFarm, Grassroots Coordinator for Alabama and Mississippi

Keynote:

Julia Hood @julia_hood, Haymarket Media (parent of PRWeek @PRWeekUS), EVP marketing brands and board member
1:00-1:15
Break

SESSION III

1:15-2:00
P.R. Defined:

Moderator:

Julie Wall, Markstein Consulting @MarksteinChats, Director

Panelists: 

· Holly Lollar, APR @hollyslollar, The Lollar Group, EVP of PR Insights and Planning

· Robin Oliver @Robin_at_BIG, BIG Communications, Vice President of Public Relations

· Dave Rickey, APR @drickey, Birmingham Business Alliance @BHMBizAlliance, Senior Vice President, Communications

· Samuetta Nesbitt, United Way of Central Alabama @UnitedWayAL, Senior Vice President, Communications

2:00-2:15
Break

SESSION IV

2:15-3

Find a P.R. Job:

Moderator:

Stacy Smith, APR @stacysmithAPR, Strategic Public Relations, Principal

Panelists:

· Houston Smith, Alabama Power @alabamapower, Director of Public Relations

· Garland Stansell, APR @garlandstansell, Children’s of Alabama @Children’sAL, Chief Communications Officer

· Bill Todd, APR @billtodd, O2 Ideas @o2ideas, Chief Operating Officer

· Denise Berkhalter, APR, Alabama Association of School Boards @AlaSchoolBoards, Director of Public Relations

3:00

Closing remarks

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

Alabama Power

State Farm
