
 

Alabama PRSA Board Meeting 
Tuesday, November 14, 2017 

I. Welcome – Missy Burchart 

a. Approve minutes: board agreed to review and approve minutes from our July and 

November board meetings at our upcoming December board meeting.  

II. Financial Report – Missy Burchart 

a. Carl Carter is working on a clean profit and loss statement for the year, and will 

present this at our December board meeting. 

b. We have $25,469.14 in the bank; $4,554 in high-yield savings, with the rest in 

checking. 

c. We have executed on the vision of late chapter leader Mitch Edwards this year 

by investing in our programs. 

III. 2018 Slate of Officers – Philip Poole 

a. The 2018 slate of board members was presented. Membership has 30 days to 

consider the slate before a vote is taken. 

b. Many board members are staying on and serving a second term in their role or 

moving to a different role. The board agreed this would improve continuity. 

IV. New Business – Missy Burchart 

a. Board holiday social 

i. Missy asked if the board would be interested in an informal social. Audrey 

Atkins made a motion to support this; motion seconded. A poll will be sent 

to the board with options. 

b. AMA Collaboration 

i. Missy and Dave Rickey met with AMA leader to discuss collaboration; in 

practice, many of us work closely with our marketing colleagues in AMA. 

They discussed hosting a joint holiday social. AMA President Gus Pasisis 

is going to talk to his board and see who could help. It would require an 

investment of approximately $500, but we could recoup some costs and 

potentially make money for scholarship funds by charging cover costs.  

ii. Missy called for volunteers to help coordinate the event. Dave is already 

helping. Missy will keep chapter leadership updated. The event is 

tentative based on availability of space, etc.  

c. PRCA-B 

i. The subject of merging PRCA and PRSA has come up often in the past. 

Missy and Philip Poole have been discussing with Beth McKern. PRCA 

leadership recently came to us with a proposal that would involve forming 

one organization with two separate boards that shared some positions, 

such as programs. Missy shared this idea with our regional PRSA liaison 

Mindy. There has been no official word yet, but Mindy indicated that it 

was not possible due to national rules. There is no way we could have 



 
local only members who are not also members of PRSA national, which is 

what PRCA members would be. The bottom line: PRCA is welcome to 

join us. We’ve always had some cross membership. Some people are 

PRCA members only because of cost, but we feel the value of PRSA 

membership is well worth it. To help, we are proposing offering a special 

introductory membership rate to PRCA-B members. (This discussion is 

limited to PRCA-B for now and does not include other PRCA chapters 

across the state.) We have asked Mindy to approach PRSA national 

about this; she is doing so. Our belief is that once they join, they will truly 

see and understand the value of membership through publications, 

webinars, resources, forums, and a wide network in addition to monthly 

local meetings. 

1. Worst-case scenario: In the event we are not able to reach an 

agreement to incorporate PRCA-B into our chapter, one option is 

to take leadership from PRSA and PRCA-B and create an 

advisory council, the Birmingham PR Advisory Council. Mindy said 

there is no problem with that as long as there is no fiduciary 

responsibility of that group. The group would find ways to support 

the PR community in Birmingham as a whole. Another alternative 

is that we collaborate more through quarterly joint meetings and a 

networking function as well as continued collaboration on APR. 

ii. Missy discussed the tie-in of this effort with an effort to livestream our 

chapter meetings. She reported that Philip Poole is working hard on a 

livestreaming option for our chapter. We’ve repeatedly asked for 

guidance/tools, and national is making great progress toward putting 

together a way for chapters to do this for little to no money. When we 

begin to livestream our programs and our colleagues in Mobile, 

Montgomery, and Huntsville begin to benefit from our meetings, it will go 

a long way toward strengthening our numbers and growing our 

membership. At that point, we will revisit the idea of approaching other 

PRCA chapters across the state, particularly Mobile and Huntsville. 

iii. Philip Poole reported that he is working to develop a list of dual members 

who hold membership in both PRSA and PRCA-B. To illustrate scope, 

PRCA-B has approximately 50 members, while PRSA Alabama has 

approximately 200. 

iv. The group discussed the pros and cons of the lower introductory rate. 

Making it clear that this would be an introductory rate only could help 

prevent negative feedback from current Alabama PRSA members. 

v. Dave Rickey asked the board to maintain confidentiality on this 

discussion. The board agreed on the importance of keeping this 

information within the group until we have a clear plan. 



 
vi. Betsy Emmons asked what this would look like at the student chapter 

level. The UAB chapter is the only one that would be affected, since this 

is only impacting PRCA-B at this time. Betsy reported that PRCA offers 

students an opportunity to participate in awards programs. This led to 

board discussion about starting awards programs for students and 

potentially for professionals as well. The board tabled this discussion for 

2018, with several board members expressing support.  

V. Old Business – Missy Burchart 

a. Missy and Philip have discussed a new protocol for immediate past presidents to 

have a focus for the year following their presidency. Missy will focus on 

developing a chapter succession plan.  

b. Missy thanked board members for their service, and the board thanked Missy for 

her leadership.  

c. Our last meeting of 2017 will be next held month before the chapter meeting. 

d. Philip mentioned the possibility of splitting of our board retreat, having a couple of 

hours around our December meeting and a couple of hours around our January 

meeting. He will email the group with details. 

VI. Adjourn  

 

Attendees 

• Meg Burton 

• Philip Poole 

• Missy Burchart 

• Audrey Atkins 

• Dave Rickey 

• Alicia Rohan 

• Savannah Koplan 

• Carl Carter 

• Betsy Emmons 

• David Majors 

• Rachel Olis 

• Ally Dorrough (by phone) 

• Christina Crowe 


