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Minutes, PRSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, January 20, 2011 

Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham – Birmingham, AL 
 
 

Present:  Brandon Wilson; Michael Sznajderman; David Majors; Charles Bloom; Hallie 
Bradley; Melanie Davis; Emily Bates; Stacy Smith, APR; Allison Gray; Mike Oakley; 
Garland Stansell, APR; Rachel Olis; Tommy Palladino 
 
Not Present:  Kathie Martin, APR; Sara Sanderson; Chris Osborne; Elaine Witt; Mitch 
Edwards; APR, Ruwena Healy; Holly Lollar, APR; Dave Rickey; APR  
 
Brandon Wilson called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m., welcomed everyone in 
attendance and presented a brief overview of the agenda.   
 
Minutes: Meeting minutes from the December 9, 2010 board meeting were distributed, 
reviewed and approved by the board.   
 
Board Opening: Teresa Lee has resigned from the board due to changing work 
responsibilities at the City of Prattville.  Teresa served as the webmaster and the 
Alabama State University Liaison.   
 
The board discussed how to fill the vacancy.  It was agreed the board will accept 
nominations for a replacement between now and the next board meeting.  Brandon 
asked for suggestions from the board for a replacement. The responsibility is for content 
only and doesn’t require code work.  Several suggestions were offered:   
 

 Stacy Smith – Luckie PR firm could possibly assist and lend someone to 
fill the position.    

 Michael Sznajderman – offer to our membership as a developmental 
opportunity.  
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Monthly Meeting:  The regularly scheduled January meeting has been rescheduled for 
next week, January 25, due to the snow storm on January 11.  Dave Rickey will 
introduce our speaker and Tommy Palladino is researching the possibility of videoing 
the program to provide to members as a podcast.    
 
Speaker’s gifts for 2011 will be a $25.00 Barnes and Noble gift card.   
 
Chef Clayton will be the new caterer beginning at the next meeting.  It was suggested 
that the food be set up so we can form two lines, one on each side of the table.    
 
Garland Stansell mentioned each meeting this year will feature an Ethic’s Minute as well 
as highlighting HI LEAF by placing on the PowerPoint slide and a poster.   
 
Brandon challenged the board to look for ways to add value to the meetings and to all 
the members.  The APR accreditation is one way to add value to our members.  It was 
suggested a way to add value would be to look at the agenda of the monthly meeting.  
The board agreed we should work to allocate more time to the speaker and Q and A 
session that follows.  It is not uncommon for the program to run past 1:00 p.m. and 
members begin leaving prior to the meeting’s conclusion due to the announcements at 
the beginning of the meeting.   
 
Budget: Hallie Bradley provided a Treasurer’s Report  
 
The chapter has $8,266.55 in the checking account as of 1/19/2011 and $9,514.31 in a 
money market account.   
 
Expenses in 2010 totaled $4,757.65.  
  
 Hallie outlined some of the larger expenditures for 2010:  
 

o Average of $445.00 for food for each meeting (several of the meeting’s 
meals were donated) 

o $80.00 - gavel 
o $500.00 - delegate to National Convention 
o $50.00 - name tags for monthly meetings 
o $1,300.00 - Professional Development Seminar 
o $1,000.00 - scholarship 
o $300.00 - APR accreditation 

 
Hallie has reached out to other chapters and inquired about their budget to perhaps use 
as a guide.   
 
The primary income sources for the chapter is from sponsorships, membership and 
guests attending the monthly meetings.  We pay district dues of $1.00 per member with 
a $500.00 cap.  This is the districts only source of income.   
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The board discussed the feasibility of adding meetings in Huntsville and Montgomery as 
a service to our members located there.  In the past students and faculty at local 
universities have supported to a greater extent than local PR professionals.  
Montgomery has 15 to 20 members per Charles Bloom.   
 
The Advisor at Alabama State University (Montgomery) is becoming more active and 
adding strategies in place to increase membership.  It was suggested each February we 
should reach out to the Montgomery area members.   
 
Business Expense Policy: Hallie Bradley presented, for the board’s consideration, the 
Business Expense Policy.  The official reimbursement policy covers actual and 
reasonable expenses incurred while conducting PRSA business.  Any expense over 
$100.00 must be preapproved by a member of the Executive Committee.  A receipt is 
required for reimbursement for all expenses as well as documentation of everyone 
present at a meeting or meal.  The expense must be submitted within 10 days of 
incurring the expense.   
 
Hallie will make the suggested edits and submit to the board electronically for a vote 
within the next week.    
 
Taxes have been filed for 2010.    
 
Next meeting: The next board meeting was set for Tuesday, March 22th at 7:30 a.m. at 
Regional Planning Commission of Greater Birmingham. 
 
Adjourn: The board meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted by Chapter Secretary, David Majors 


