
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
ALABAMA PRSA MEMBER MINUTE 
 
Bio 
Betsy Emmons, Ph.D., APR, serves as assistant professor in the Journalism & Mass 
Communication Department at Samford University. She teaches courses in public 
relations, advertising, and mass media and has a special interest in sports media and 
social TV. Emmons serves as faculty adviser for PRSSA Samford chapter and 
American Advertising Federation Samford chapter. Read more in her LinkedIn profile 
and bio.  
 
Professional 
1. What was your childhood dream job? From my childhood all the way through 

college I dreamed of moving to New York City and writing for The New York Times. 
But, I got too nervous about being alone in New York, then the baby salary I’d make 
at small papers for a long time until I could apply for The New York Times, so I 
chickened out.  

2. What was your first communications job? I was a public relations assistant for The 
Seniors Coalition, a non-profit in Washington, DC 

3. What is your current job? Assistant Professor, Journalism & Mass Communication 
department, Samford University 

4. Why are you a member of PRSA? Faculty advisor for the Samford PRSSA chapter 
and also want to stay current with what’s going on in PR. Want to do my part to help 
the industry thrive and PRSA is at the epicenter of our industry. 

 
5. What is your favorite quote? Don’t have one!  
 
6. What is the best advice you’ve received? Acknowledge your mistakes and be 

accountable for them. 
 
 
Three for Three 
1. Top 3 Books Any stories of survivors under harrowing odds suck me in. Gotta love a 

triumph story. 
 
2. Top 3 Films Shawshank Redemption, Dead Poets Society, Elf 
 
3. Top 3 Dream Dinner Guests (Living, Dead, Real or Fictional) My 3 siblings! I don’t 

see them enough and we’re rarely together.  
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