
 
Alabama PRSA Board Meeting 

Tuesday, July 11, 2017 

I. Welcome: Missy Burchart, APR 

a. The meeting was called to order at 10:37 a.m. 

b. A motion was called to approve the April minutes. The motion was seconded. 

II. Treasurer’s Report: Carl Carter, APR 

a. Carl reported that he planned to close an account with $42 left in it. There were no 

objections. 

III. Programs Report  

a. Audrey Atkins reported on upcoming programs:  

i. August: Billy Ivey of Napkinisms 

ii. September: UAB’s Dr. Kristin Warner to speak about football program 

iii. October: Diversity chairs are working on program for diversity month 

iv. November: Dave Rickey is working on program, which will cover ethics 

v. December: Russell Lewis, NPR’s Southern Bureau Chief 

IV. Live Streaming Opportunities, Philip Poole, APR 

a. Philip Poole reported on how our colleagues in South Carolina deal with having people 

spread across the state. To promote connection, the chapter organizes gatherings in 

satellite cities where attendees watch a live stream of the chapter meeting a couple of 

times a year. We could do this with groups in Montgomery, Huntsville, Mobile. We are 

considering this approach for next year. Attendees for live stream events in satellite 

locations would still register and pay just like attendees in the main meeting. The South 

Carolina chapter spent less than $1,000 on the equipment to do this. 

b. Missy suggested that we bring a more formal proposal to the board at the next meeting to 

vote on the necessary expenditures.  

c. A question was raised about how we would deal with lunch orders for the remote 

locations. The group determined we would need to have a point person for each city and 

would need to strive for same per-person luncheon cost across the board. 

V. Conference Report: Kevin Storr, APR 

a. Kevin, Missy, and Julie put together an article to submit to Tactics and other publications, 

to share lessons learned. 

b. We had 177 attendees, including people from 10 states, and 23 speakers. Attendance 

exceeded that of past district conferences. In total, we spent $56,523 on conference 

expenses; after sponsorships and registration dues, the cost to us was approximately 

$2,700. Our goal of sponsorships was pretty much met. People stepped up to help. 

c. Things that hurt us in terms of revenue were lower attendance than we hoped for and 

cost per person. We set our attendance goal based on the PRSA Summits, but it may not 

have been the best benchmark; that was a one-day conference, so it might not have 

been realistic to expect the same kind of attendance at a longer event. Past district 

conferences averaged approximately 125 attendees. We also could have been more 

realistic about the per-person cost. 

d. The group agreed that the cost out of pocket was worthwhile to fund exceptional 

programing for PRSA members. 

e. The top three speakers we paid to attend had great scores; we were right at 4 out of 5 for 

all sessions on an attendee survey. 



 
VI. General Business 

a. Kevin Storr, APR, commented on the recent social and congratulated the programs team 

on a fun event. 

b. Missy announced that the next board meeting would be in September. She is working to 

identify a time for the board to get together.  

c. Philip Poole, APR asked for volunteers for next year’s board and asked people to let him 

know if they are interested in any specific roles. 

d. David Majors mentioned the current effort to match APR mentors with mentees. We have 

13 signed up for the mentoring program.  

i. Missy asked how many folks have earned their pins this year. The chairs 

reported that one member has earned a pin so far this year.  

ii. Missy asked if there was anything else we could do to support the folks in the 

pipeline. She asked if there would be any value in a day-long boot camp. The 

chairs agreed that fall would be a better time for that if we were to do it. 

e. Toni mentioned that she has been working with national on diversity efforts, and will be 

connecting with membership chairs to discuss our specific needs. 

VII. Adjourn 

a. The meeting was adjourned at 11:06 a.m.  

Attendees: 

• Missy Burchart, APR 

• Tiffany Fessler 

• Meg Burton, APR (joined by phone) 

• Philip Poole, APR 

• Carl Carter, APR 

• Kevin Storr, APR 

• Kara Kennedy 

• David Majors, APR 

• Toni Herrera-Bast, APR 

• Dave Rickey, APR 

• Audrey Atkins 

• Rachel Olis, APR 

• Alicia Rohan 

• Julie Senter, APR 

• Helen Todd, APR 

• Savannah Koplon 

• Sara Franklin, APR 

• Ashley Fulmer, APR 

• Toni Herrera-Bast, APR 


