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Bio 
 
Nia Johnson, Ph.D., APR, is an assistant professor in the Department of Journalism and 
Mass Communication at Samford University. A native of Birmingham, Nia’s previous 
work experience includes service as an adjunct instructor at several universities, 
communication manager for Lads to Leaders, a faith-based nonprofit in Montgomery, 
and communications coordinator for the Alabama Bankers Association (formerly the 
Community Bankers Association of Alabama). She has been a member of PRSA since 
2012 and is a former member of PRSSA. 
 
Nia earned a Ph.D. at The University of Alabama in 2014, a master’s degree at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 2010, and bachelor’s degrees from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham in 2006. Her professional and research interests include public 
relations, advertising, health communication, crisis communication, political 
communication and communication education. Nia enjoys books, movies, traveling, and 
spending time with her husband, Johnathan, who is the youth minister at Roebuck 
Parkway Church of Christ. 
 
Nia can be found on LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com/in/niajohnson. 
 
 
Professional 
1. What was your childhood dream job? 
 
As a young child, I wanted to be a professional pianist, an astronaut and a teacher. I 
had dreams of teaching piano lessons on the moon. As I grew older, the desire to teach 
remained, and in college I discovered a love for communication and public relations. 
Now I’m fortunate to be able to do both, but I’m still holding out for an astronaut gig! 
 
2. What was your first communications job? 
 
My first job out of college was Communications Coordinator for the Community Bankers 
Association of Alabama (now the Alabama Bankers Association). I was able to learn a 
lot, travel and meet interesting people. 
 
3. What is your current job? 
 



 

 

I’m an associate professor in the Journalism and Mass Communication department at 
Samford University. I get to work with students, instilling in them the same passion for 
building and maintaining mutual relationships that I had as a college student. 
 
4. Why are you a member of PRSA? 
 
There’s nothing that compares with PRSA when it comes to providing professional 
development and networking opportunities. Being able to stay on top of trends in the 
industry and meet the movers and shakers of the PR world is invaluable. 
 
5. What is your favorite quote? 
 
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.” –Proverbs 3:5-6 
 
6. What is the best advice you’ve received? 
 
Don’t be afraid to say yes, but don’t be afraid to say no. 
 
 
Three for Three 
1. Top 3 Books 
 
The Bible 
anything in Lee Child’s Jack Reacher series 
The Velveteen Rabbit 
 
2. Top 3 Films 
 
Field of Dreams 
Ever After 
Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade 
 
3. Top 3 Dream Dinner Guests (Living, Dead, Real or Fictional) 
 
Jesus 
my grandmother 
Condoleezza Rice 
 
 


